
at this point, and the patient regaining, to a certain extent, his
former health and vigor, the left lung had become very much en-
larged. When this young man took a full breath, with his arms
hanging naturally at the side, the pulse in the left radial artery
ceased instantly, and remained extinct so long as he held his breath.
When, on the contrary, he held his arm above his head, tho fullest
inspiration, made with a strong effort, did not suffice to extinguish
the pulse, although a certain diminution of its fulness could at
such times be perceived. The following was the diagnosis of Dr.
Sibson, to the best of my recollection. "Extensive destruction of
the right lung, with a compensating enlargement of the left. On
a full inspiration, the enlarged lung so forces up the first rib as to
entirely cut off the current of blood flowing through the left sub-
clavian artery. This effect is produced all the more easily, that
tho left subclavian, rising almost perpendicularly from the aorta, is
forced to cross the rib at a very acute angle as compared with its
fellow of the right side. Now, on raising the arm above the head,
this angle is rendered much less acute, and accordingly the pulso
is instantly perceived."
This power over the pulsations in the left arm is, I believe, by

no means confined to persons presenting deviations from the nor-
mal condition in the parts in and about the chest. Almost any
one, by expanding his lungs to the full, can assure himself of this
with a very little trouble. The case I have just cited is, there-
fore, only curious as presenting the thing in a clear, unmistakable
manner, and as showing how the simplest anatomical facts come
sometimes to be important in the diagnosis of disease.

J. E. B.

Reports of Medical Societies.
EXTRACTS FROM THE RECORDS OF THE BOSTON SOCIETY FOR MEDICAL

IMPROVEMENT. BY F. E. OLIVER, M.D., SECRETARY.

Oct. 11th.—Puerperal Convulsions.—Case reported by I)r. Ayer.
Was called to Mrs. S. in the morning of Sept. 25th. She was 22

years of age, short in stature, square built, with short neck, and pale
countenance. Der husband, a shipmaster, had just sailed on a foreign
voyage, and she had been much fatigued by preparations for his de-
parture, and disappointed in not accompanying him. She was kneel-
ing on the floor, with apparently strong labor pains. She had slight
"show," I was told, and on examination, per vagi.nam, the os uteri
was found pendulous, corresponding to the seventh month of preg-
nancy, and dilated to the size of a quarter dollar. The vagina was
undilated and perfectly dry. The urine was free, and the bowels open.
Rest was enjoined, and the evening visit found her condition unaltered
—the labor had not advanced, and the pains had subsided.
20th. Morning visit.—The patient had been restless and feverish

through the night; the pains had not returned. Her mind was con- The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal as published by 
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fused—was unable to put out the tongue, or speak distinctly. The
pulse was rapid but not strong, and the betid hot. Ice was ordered
to the head, sinapisms to the feet, and an enema, composed of six
drachms of the tincture of assafcetida with two ounces of warm water.
At 11^, A. M., Dr. A. was called from church. The patient, was in

convulsions—strong clonic spasms extending over the whole body—
there being grinding of the teeth, and perfect insensibility. The pu-
pil was sensibly contracted. The pulse disappeared under the lit, und
returned slowly ; its volume was moderate, The head was cooler than
in the morning. There was no frothing at the mouth, but the breath-ing was sibilant. The rigidity of the arms continued through the in-
tervals of the paroxysms. The convulsions recurred at intervals of
from fifteen to thirty minutes during the afternoon. The symptoms of
labor had increased, and every active pain was attended by a convul-
sion. The inhalation of ether was immediately resorted to, the ice to
the head being continued. At 6 o'clock, P. M., the membranes were
ruptured, and the uterine contractions soon increased in lorce. Tho
convulsions, attending every active pain, were from two to five min-
utes in duration. At 8 o'clock, a drachm and a half of ergot, in de-
coction, was given by enema. In less than an hour the pains became
decidedly stronger, as if influenced by the ergot. At 10J in the eve-

ning, the patient was delivered of a seventh month still-born fœtus.
Little blood was lost at the birth, and the placenta came away kindly.There was a respite of two hours, tho patient, remaining entirely un-
conscious ; afterwards the convulsions returned with their former se-
verity, ami ether was continued at every attack. During the night
she was very ill, and it was dillicult, to keep her on the bed.
27th, Montlay morning.—The convulsions still continued ; tho fe-

brile re-action had increased ; pulse 100, and tense; pupils were yet
contracted, and the patient was unconscious. Six leeches were or-
dered to the temples, ami enemata and ice to be continued. Patient
has been unable to swallow since yesterday noon. The convulsions
continued through the day at short intervals, her tongue and lips be-
ing bitten, but without frothing at the mouth. The insensibility in
the evening was complete.281h.—Convulsions recurred through the night, but at longer inter-
vals. Skin intensely hot ; pulse rapid, though weak ; patient uncon-
scious. At 10J, A.M., she had a violent convulsion, which proved
to be the last. Tho muscles began to relax, and she could take rice-
water by the teaspoonful. She had taken a toaspoonful of cold water
occasionally during the last twelve hours. The bowels and mine were

free, and no serious abdominal symptoms occurred. The lochial dis-
charge' was very slight. She had, during a space of forty-seven hours,
by estimate, at least, fifty distinct and severe epileptic convulsions.
During this time she inhaled !).} pints of ether.
After the subsidence of the convulsions, the patient presented tho

usual symptoms of congestion of the brain. Six leeches were applied
to the temples, after which the pulse became less rapid and small.
The congestion began gradually to subside, and tin; pupils to dilate.
No abdominal symptoms ; consciousness returned very slowly, tin
Thursday, 80th, she recognized her mother, and sat up to have the
bed made. On Friday, 8lst, she answered to her own name, but ap-
peared entirely unconscious of the past. As the congestive stage ch>
minished, a large blister was applied to the left arm. The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal as published by 
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The symptoms have steadily improved up to the present time (Oct.
11th), and she is able to sit up half an hour three times a day. Dr.
A. remarked that he did not bleed the patient, except by twelve
leeches, as her pulse and general appearance, in his judgment, did not
require it. Perhaps the loss of blood might have given some tempo-
rary relief, but subsequent prostration was feared. She had never had
epilepsy before, but it appeared from the statements of her friends
that she was of nervous temperament, and subject to fainting turns,
after excitement or fatigue.
Oct. 25th.—Cancer of the Uterus and its Appendages.—Specimen

shown by Dr. Borland.
Mrs. M. B., aît. 40, entered the Channing-street Hospital for women,

June 24th, 1858. She had been a widow for one year, and had had
five children. She had an hereditary tendency to phthisis, but had
always enjoyed good health until 14 months before her entrance, when
her child, a nursing infant, died ; afterward she had a broken breast.
Soon after this, she had pain in micturition, which had continued ever
since. She also suffered frotó pain across the lower abdomen. Seven
months before her entrance, she began to have a discharge from the
vagina, at first white, then dark colored, afterward black. She had
been unable to work for three months, and for the past month had
been in bed.
At the time of entrance, she complained much of pain in micturi-

tion, and across the lower abdomen. Pulse 84. Examination by tho
speculum and finger revealed a hardened and ulcerated cervix uteri.
The front of the vagina and meatus urinarias were similarly affected.
There was also copious bloody dark-colored and very offensive dis-
charge. She remained in the Hospital till Sept. 19th, when she died ;
the treatment being merely palliative, to overcome pain and the an-
noyance from the feetor of the uterine and vaginal discharges. .

Seclio Cadaveris.—The autopsy was made eighteen hours after death.
No disease was found except in the pelvic cavity. The uterus and
its appendages were wholly involved in one cancerous mass ; about
one third of the neck of the uterus being wholly gone. The in-
terior of the uterus and vagina was blackened. Nodules of the dis-
ease were found at the neck of the bladder and studding the lower
part of the abdomen.
Microscopical examination showed large irregular nucleated and

somewhat caudate cells.
Oct. 25th.—Absence of the Mammary Secretion. Dr. Paoe mention-

ed the case of a woman about 26 years old, and confined with her
first child, who, on the fourth day, had a slight secretion of milk,
which, however, disappeared in twelve hours after. The patient had
had, within tho past live years, twenty-six axillary abscesses. He
questioned whether the latter could have had an effect in interfering
with the peculiar function of the mammary gland. The breasts were

remarkably large and well formed.
Nov. 22d.—Poisoning by Arsenic; Conversion of the Arsenic into

Sulphide of Arsenic by Decomposition of the Membrane of the Stomach.
Dr. Charles T. Jackson presented to the Society a show-bottle con-

taining the stomach and duodenum of Mrs. Hose, of Charlestown, who
died from the effects of arsenic, in February, 1850.In this bottle was a rich orpiment yellow mass, which was produced
by the spontaneous changes which had taken place in the organs The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal as published by 
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charged with arsenious acid, in which arsenious acid had become con-
verted into the yellow sulphide of arsenic, the sulphur having come fromthe membranes of the stomach and intestine. Dr. Jackson remarked
that Mr. Rose, the husband of this woman, had died of a disorder sup-
posed at the time to be Asiatic cholera, but circumstances raised the
suspicion of his having been poisoned, lie was buried in July of the
year previous to the death of Mrs. Rose. By order of the coroner,
the body was disinterred, under the direction of Dr. Jacob Hayes, of
Charlestowu, and the stomach and its contents were placed in Dr.
Jackson's hands for analysis. An abundance of arseuic was found in
the state of the yellow sulphide, which covered tho whole surface of
the mucous membrane of the stomach and filled the small intestines.
In order to demonstrate the fact that sulphide of arsenic will be

produced by the decomposition of organs charged with arsenious acid,
Dr. Jackson had, after proving the presence of that acid in Mrs.
Rose's stomach, kept it until the sulphide was formed as it now ap-
pears. In these two cases of poisoning, no legal trial took place ;
and the suspected party, against whom the Grand Jury found a bill,
was discharged by nol. pros.Dr. Jackson also exhibited to the Society a quantity of phos-
phorus (about twenty grains in weight), which he obtained from the
stomach of Debora 0. Connel, deceased, and who was poisoned, un-
doubtedly, with a rat exterminator containing phosphorus, arsenic,
lard, honey and Venetian red. It is not yet known whether this death
was by suicide, or whether it was a case of murder. The latter is
strongly suspected to be the case, as this girl had a large amount ($150)
in money the evening before her death, and no money was found after-
ward. As yet, the officers of justice have not discovered any person
implicated in the crime. This case has already been reported. See
Soc. Rçc, p.
Dec 27th.—Dislocation of the Transparent Crystalline Lens into the

Anterior Chamber. Dr. Williams reported tho case of a patient about
thirty years of age, who was exhibited by him to this Society, 11th
Dec, 1854, at which time the crystalline of the right eye was dislo-
cated into the anterior chamber. The lens was also displaced in the
left eye, though it had never slipped through the pupil.
Since the above period, by tho observance of the precautions en-

joined by Dr. VV., tho lens has rarely been projected through the pu-
pil, and, when this has once or twice occurred, it has readily returned
to its place after lying upon her back for a short time. Three weeks
since, however, on making a slight effort whilst stooping, dislocationinto the anterior chamber again occurred, and it has remained in this
situation. Tho symptoms have been, dull circum-orbital pain, and di-
minished vision, whether with or without the cataract glasses she
has been obliged to wear to replace the absent lenses ; but there has
been no injection of the eye. The lens has a very sharply-defined
edge, is slightly straw-colored in tint, like a largo drop of olive oil ;
but is perfectly transparent, so that the structure of the iris, conside-
rably magnified, could be seen through it. It formed, as it were, a
pouch for itself, at the bottom of the anterior chamber, pressing heavi-ly upon the lower part of the iris. There was no appearance of
any attachment, as by a suspensory ligament, passing through the
pupil. On the contrary, the pupil was rather contracted and perfectly
regular.  The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal as published by 
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The treatment consisted in the application of a solution of atropia
to the conjunctiva, which caused enlargement of tho pupil in about
the usual period. The patient was then placed upon her back, and
the lens soon returned to the posterior chamber.More than four years have elapsed since this patient was exhibited
to the Society, it is therefore certain that the lens may continue dis-
placed for this length of time without undergoing any apparent chango
either in size or transparency. Another instance, where, however, the
dislocation was traumatic and not spontaneous, has been nearly three
years under Dr. Williams's observation, without the occurrence of
any opacity or absorption ; but in this case there is reason to believe
that tho lower portion of the suspensory ligament may not have been
ruptured.

BibliographicalNotices.

Proceedings of the American Pharmaceutical Association at the Seventh
Annual Meeting, held in Washington, D. C., September, 1858. With
the Constitution and List of Members. Philadelphia : Merrihew &
Thompson, Printers. 1858. 8vo., pp. 488.
This is a volume of a goodly bulk, exceeding, we are told, the com-

bined issues of former years. It contains a largo amount of interest-
ing matter, and reflects much credit on the Pharmaceutical Associa-
tion. It is chiefly made up of reports of committees and others on
various subjects connected with pharmacy, some of which are of the
highest importance. We have already referred to two of these papers
—the Report on Weights and Measures, and that on Professional In-
tercourse between the Apothecary and Physician. Among others to
which we would particularly direct attention, are the Syllabus of a
Course of Study, intended as an Aid to Students of Pharmacy, by
William Proctor, Jr., an admirable guide to those for whom it is in-
tended ; the Report on the Home Adulteration of Drugs: on the Medi-
cinal Plants ofMichigan, by Charles Stearns ; on Mercury, by Charles
Bullock ; on the Detection of Adulterations of Volatile Oils, by
John M. Maisch. One of the most valuable papers in the volume is
entitled Notes and Suggestions upon some of tho Processes of the
United States Pharmacopoeia, especially directed to the Committees of
Revision, by Edward R. Sqnibb, of New York. It contains many valua-
ble suggestions concerning the formula; of the Pharmacopoeia, which
the writer's large experience and practical acquaintance with chemistry
and pharmacy enable him to furnish. We think that this article alone
is worth the price of the book. A paper on the Peppermint Planta-
tions of Michigan, by Frederick Stearns, of Detroit, will surprise many
readers, who arc ignorant of tho fact that for the last ten years the
chief supply of the oil of peppermint produced in the world has been
sent from a single county (St. Joseph), in the south-western part of
Michigan, about two thousand acres being employed in producing the
mint plant.
We should do injustice to the Executive Committee not to say that

this volume is printed in a style worthy of the Association. We hope
it will be extensively circulated among apothecaries, and wo believe
it will do much for the progress of pharmacy in our country. The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal as published by 
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